Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




w^^>. 






'■^L 








600028081 P iflr.jrrrrr^ 



J) .. ^ . .. 1 



"7^ 




I 






'.'■- . 



iTO I- '^^ 






t 



THE 



FALL 



O F 



SOMERSET 




OEM. 



BOOK THE FIRST. 






Cafus, et impulfae praeceps immane ruinse. 

Juv. 



SHERBORNE: 

Printed for the Author, by WILLIAM CRUTTWELL. 

MDCCLXV. 



[ JPrice Six-Pence. ] 



I 
i 



1 6 MAY 1930, 



• ^ 



/J 



A 



0mmmmmm^i^m0mmmfmm 



^^ 



mm 



■MBBMi^MMlAMiMhB^i 



wmm,^mmmm^m,m^^amimi»> 



THE 



v» 







./\ 




E. 



- - • . . .' . . . 

rr^ H E public often labour under 



1 



a miftake, in calling the writer 



of a piece like this the author of it ; 
for this reafon, he finds it neceffary to 
acquaint them, that the writer is only 
the publifher; who the authors are, 
every man's breaft muft determine. 



B 



With 



ii PREFACE. 

With re{pe6l to the piece itfelf, if any 
objedl to the poetry, perhaps the fub- 
jeft is uninviting to the Mufes ; and ^^ 
he has only to defire, that thofe who 
diflike this, will accompany him to 
the other parts of the Poem. They 
that like it, are the few he wrote for, 
and to them he delires to dedicate it. 
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THE 




F A L L 



O F 



SO ME R S E T. 



nr^HEIR blufhirig fruits luxuriant orchards Ipread, 

And fmiling Plenty rear'd her peaceful head j 

The gei^'rous fields put forth their richeft foil, > 

And golden harvefts paid the farmers toil : 

While her gay Chiefs in ^Pleaftire's wanton dreis, / 
Were, dead to Fam6, and dally *d in excefs* 



ShaU the hold Miife fleep o'er the guilty time. 
When Treach'ry grew from childhood to its prime? 
C.3 Array 'd 



( i ) 

Arrayed in modifh garb, full-blown in fight, 

A knave in foul, in dignity a k 1 5 

In the new painted robe of vice appear 'd. 

And wink'd on great men, while the humble fear^; 

Shall flie to flatt'ry dedicate her rhymes, - 

And fkreen the black detail from after times ? 

* , 

Sooner in courts unlhaken Truth fhall rife. 
And faithful Juftice quit the perjur'd (kiee. 
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Long had Corruption bought, but fbu^t ih Vain^' 
A fetter to enflave the Belgic plain \ 
Colle£led in her might ike dar'd the ftroke, 
Snapt her weaik chains, and far (he flung her yoke : 
Unaw*d (he loekM the rs^ of tyrants down. 
And fcatt Ving armies Shudder 'd at her frown. 



JSut now ifigloriaus eg^fe had qudfieK'd her flame. 



From 



Soon 



( 3 ) 

Soon did her heat unfteel the venal crew, 
Nor leave an edge but in a patriot few : 
To her Corruption lent her willing aid, 
And bleft the progrefs that her fifter made. 



All hail ! ye gen'rous few that could withftand 
Each bafe attempt, to rob a wretched land : 
Above the grafp of Time your deeds (hall fbar. 
While fhort liv'd Treach'ry (links and is no morej 
Fair Honour (hall applaud each, glorious name, 



And diftant times with joy revere your fame. 



In fecret counfel fat^ ia dole debate. 
Of Freedom thus Corruption breath 'd her hate 5 
" Tho' yet th' infernal RpwVs your labours blefs. 



Tho' yet they crown your* trials with fuccefs. 
In time your beft concerted fcheme fhall fail, . 
And meet the rock where fplit a thoufand fail. 
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Argus 



And guards her limits with an hundred eyes ! --»* 
If any arts had force, as arts- have faiPd, . , 
This head had forgM them, and this, hand prevail'd» 
Nor ,curb haft thou, iufficient to reftrain. 
The icourge of thee, thy fitter, and our reign/' 



I - « 



No iboner ceas'd the fiend, hut Party cries, ' 
" 'Tis done ! -"- bright views in azure froipcQi^ rife I 
A hofom friend, one not to thee unknown. 
Shall cruft our foe, and aid our caufe alone ; 
Now low in duft (hall Freedom hug her chain> 
And Belgiar^eat beneath his iroardgn^" 



. . • i • / ^ 



Corrupttof^ envied her the thought ---^aiid ^t^i 
** I fee tho« need^ not my unequal aid j 
Important of thyfelf the tafc to dare^ 
A taft too surduous for. my feeble care. 



Mean 



( s ) 

Mean time, thy fifter takes her darling tour. 
To teach her pupils in fuperior pow'r." 
Sudden flie fprung, her founding wings obey j 
While to her champion Party took her way. 
'Twas night, pale Cynthia fhed her dewy rays, 
Unwary Virtue dreamt^of golden days ; 
Loft to induftrious labour Belgia flept. 
While night-born Vice her baleful vigils kept, 
Where wand'ring ghofts their hollow dirges fing, 
And fcreaming Furies clap the footy wing. 



<? 



Thus to their beds unthinking Troy retir'd, 
And loft their cares, as adverfe Fates infpir'd : 
Nor fear'd the guile, nor faw with open eyes. 
Till the ftck'd town rofe blazing to the (kies. 



Now Party to his tafk her chief convey'd. 
Her foul exulting at the choice fhe made : 



The 



The fickly moon now dipt into the flcies, 
Scar'd at the letters in his front, Excise! 
Vaft was his bulk, his ftature over-grown, 
The huge Coloffus equall'd him alone ! 
From plain to plain he took his ample ftride : 

He breath 'd and wither'd all Pomona's pride. 

Far as the land extends he laid his claim. 
And free-born rights made objedls of his aimj 
Then heart-ftruck Liberty with grief expir'd I 
Party beheld — ftie (houted, and admir'd. 
While trembling Belgia from behind her tree. 
No more could bear her fudden bane to fee; 
While her foul bleeds, while tears her cheeks bedew. 
Back to herfons, conven'd in cells, withdrew.' 
Declar'd her wrongs, implor'd them to her aid. 
And told the havock, dire Excife had made. 
She told ; and charg'd them with her pious breath,, j 
Not daftard-like to ftifie Freedom's death. 

In I 



( 7 ) 

In feeming duty to a parent's call, 
(A motley race, a race ordain'd to fall ) 
Her fbns came forth ; when Party with a fmile, 
Led on the van, well praftic'd to beguile : 
Gifts with profufion fcatter'd — - while the crowd, 
Stoop'd as they fell, and roar'd her praife aloud; 
Gladly gave up their venal fouls fof pay. 
And left to Fate the uncontefted day. 




Go fearch the annals of remoteft name. 
From the firft tablets in the flirine of Fame. 
Thro' age to age in long fucceflion view, 
The fall of ftates, and empires ftrctch'd anew. — 
Go (each for miforeants of the deepeft dye, 

ft 

That call red vengeance from the flaming iky. 
In times like thefe, fay, who withftood their aid. 
Yet lov'd the country they fo bafe betray'd. 

D With 
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With weight on weight, who lump'd their childrens 



And cozen'd ages of their fair entail. 



[fcale, 



. t 



The Lyon, with parental love unftrung. 
Fondly prote£bs, and feeds her tawny young : 
Nor does the Eagle, when ihe builds on high, 
Ou t-fbar the parent as fhe ^rleaves the . iky : . 
Nor will th' enormous Whale of gentler mouldy 
From her twin-breed the fulfbme dug with-hold. 



Too fbon Britannia from her cliffs fiirvey 'd. 
Her plains forfaken, and her rights betray 'd: 
While her wrung foul came iiluing in a tear. 
She hurl!d her fhield away, and broke her (pear : 
Then to the plain her fecret fteps convey'd, . . - 
Summoned herWeftern fons, thus juftLyito. upbraid; 
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Ignobleft 



iC 



( 9- ) 

Ignobl^ft tribe, :of all the wretched 

f 




lll^ 



That ever yielded to di&ftroiis times ! 
Beyond redemption buried in difgrace. 
The ftinkohd icandal of a fiituce race.^ * 
Who would not urge one ientence to intreat. 
In graceful terms, a Monarch's gracious (eat 
To (pare the land ; but partners in the deedj 
Have robb'd.your jace for ages to fucceed. 
O tunrwidiihame back to yotir former clay. 
And learn to blufli your dirty fouls away ! 



; \ 



Ye Gods t and did th' unrivalPd fires of thefe 
For ardent glory plow. the; diiibant &as.? 

Whoie ftrenuottS (bul^ taught foreign hofts to bleed. 
When Vi(9:'ry trembled while (he crown'd the deed I 
When yielding antiies (hunM th* Wiequal^ fight. 
And fought mean lafety from the wings of flight 5 
: ^ Their 



( lO ) 

• t 

Their rifing fouls to nobler a£)?s inclin'd, 
Bravely fought on, and left a corfe behind. 
Th' unerring lances Freedom aim'd with care. 
And bade her banners wave in hoflile air : 
While the ftern Lion watchful by her fide, 
Ruffled his mane, and (hook their fierceft pride. 
Their King and Country were their conftant flame, 
E'er yet deftruSive Party bore a name : 
And when new. laws, the fons of long debate, 
Afk'd confirmation from th' aflembled ftate j 
Virtue and Liberty were ftill their choice. 
While echoing Senates hail'd the potent voice, 
Stedfaft their zeal, while in propitious dews. 
Union and Plenty did their balm diflfufe. 



But you, my foul, difowns in holy rage, 
The odious vi£kims of a guilty age. — 



If 



( " ) 

If by your impious hand my fall^s decreed. 
Give the rafh blow, be fudden, and I bleed ; 
Kind death (hall bear me to the frigidly (hore, 
-Where firee from thoi^ht I wake to woes no more* 



She &id — and o'er her.iace her mantle threw. 



While firom her woe-worn eye big paflion ftreamM 



anew. 



The End of the Frist Book. 
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